
Hunton Primary School 

Since April, I have been leading 
Hunton Primary as well as here. 
The new substantive Head takes 
over full responsibility for Hunton 
school in the new year. It is hard to 
believe the situations we have all 
faced since March but taking over 
an unfamiliar school as a pandem-
ic started was certainly not a situa-
tion I thought I would ever face! 

Unsurprisingly, it has been chal-
lenging but also most rewarding. It 
is quite incredible how our 4 
church schools operating under 
the same Local Authority and Dio-
cese are so distinctive in their offer 
to their pupils. This is something 
to be cherished.  

My task has been made much easi-
er by every section of St. Margaret’s 
Collier Street school community. 
As parents, your supportive com-
ments have been really appreciat-
ed. The staff have been terrific. I 
would especially like to thank Mrs 
Bannon for originally agreeing to 
undertake her role on a Thursday 
and Friday just until July and then 
with schools thrown into turmoil 
and no Headteacher appointments 
being able to be made, extending 
this arrangement until December.  

Going forward, a new Headteacher 
needs support and mentoring and 
having undertaken this previously, 
I have agreed to do this at Hunton 
for 1 day per week for terms 3 and 
4. However, as you can imagine, 
this is a very different role to actu-
ally being responsible for every 
aspect of the school 7 days a week!  

Once again, thank you to everyone 

for supporting me through the last 9 
exciting months.  

Term Dates etc 

Thurs 17th Dec End of term 

Christmas Holiday 

Mon 4th Jan—Children return 

Monday 11th World Week starts. 
This was postponed from March. 
I’m sure it will be worth the wait! 

Tues 9th and Thurs 11th Feb—
Parent/Teacher consultations 

Fri 12th End of term 3 

Mon 15th—Fri 19th Feb Holiday 

Mon 22nd—Children return 

Wed 31st March End of term 4 

Thurs 1st April—Staff Development 
Day 

Fri 2nd April—Fri 16th Easter Holidays 

Mon 19th April—Children return to 
school for term 5 

Christmas 

Clearly we have had to adapt the way 
in which we have celebrated Christ-
mas. I think the way on which we 
have missed 4 church services now 
starting with Easter is such a shame; 
there is something rather special 
about welcoming families to both 
the nativity and the Christmas ser-
vice. But we haven’t been beaten! I 
would like to thank the staff especial-
ly Mrs Bannon and Mrs Tyler, as 
well as the volunteers who have ena-
bled the nativity to be portrayed 
through dance; no small feat with 
such young children. A huge thank 
you to Nick Arthur for filming and 
editing the performances. Christmas 
Jumper Day brought colour to the 
school and raised £195.80 for Save 

the Children. The Santa Dash yes-
terday also proved to be a resound-
ing success. We raised £209.56 for 
the Yalding Food Bank. Finally, a 
thank you to Yalding Education 
Foundation. They kindly donated 
money so that the staff could 
‘make Christmas a little special’ for 
their class and later this week, 
there could be evidence of a rather 
special visitor to school this Christ-
mas time…… 

As Headteacher I am very proud of 
the way in which both staff and 
pupils have made these last 2 terms 
so productive, plugging the gaps 
left from the first lockdown. It has 
been a delight to see the children 
get back into learning, enjoying the 
broad curriculum we have strived 
to offer. During the first week back 
after the holiday, we will be hold-
ing another round of Progress Re-
view Meetings where we will take 
stock of progress of each child and 
plan the next steps. Your support 
continues to be invaluable. 

On behalf of the staff and gover-
nors, may I wish you a happy and 
peaceful Christmas.  

We look forward to welcoming 
you back on Monday 4th Jan 
2021.  
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